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A Text-book of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, or the 

Action of Drugs in Health and Disease. By A. R. Cushny, 

M.D., Professor of Pharmacology, University College, London. 

Fourth edition. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1906. 

The need for a new edition of this work having arisen through 
the appearance of the eighth decennial issue of the United States 
Pharmacopoeia, the author seized the opportunity to include in the 
new edition the advances made in pharmacology during the last 
few years. Those who are already familiar with the quality of 
Dr. Cushny’s work will welcome the new edition without any special 
introduction. The changes that have been made do not affect 
the general plan of the book, and the classification of drugs adopted 
in previous editions has been retained. Considering the long list 
of new drugs that claim the attention of systematic writers every 
year, it is remarkable that the author has succeeded in keeping 
this volume within reasonable dimensions without omitting to 
mention the most important additions to the 1 harmacopoeia. The 
discussion of purely pharmacological questions, with few exceptions, 
deals with the information gained through experimentation rather 
than with the experiments themselves and with conflicting theories; 
this avoidance of lengthy and tedious reports of experiments keeps 
the book within the scope of students and practical doctors. The 
opinions advocated on questions that are still under discussion do 
not call for special remark, and it does not appear that the last 
few years have been productive of any important final decisions 
on moot points, such as the food value of alcohol and the like. 
One might wish that the author had been a little more emphatic on 
the subject of antipyretics and the dangers attending their use; 
for it is unfortunately a fact that many practitioners still fail to 
realize the dangers which have recently given rise to so much agi¬ 
tation both in the medical and in the lay press. It is true that the 
practice of prescribing coal-tar derivatives in the treatment of 
fevers is “deprecated,” and a general warning is uttered as to their 
dangers in neuralgia and headache; but one seems to read between 
the lines that the present agitation in the author’s opinion is some¬ 
what overdone. Brief consideration is given in Part V to fer¬ 
ments, secretions, and toxalbumins. The ferments are disposed of 
in a very few pages, which are chiefly devoted to their physiological 
aspect, as the author is evidently convinced of their absolute use¬ 
lessness in practical medicine. Under the head of internal secretions 
thyroid gland extract, or rather iodothyrin, receives full consideration. 
Other internal secretions, such as extracts of the pituitary, the 
thymus gland, etc., are dismissed with a few words. Suprarenal 
gland preparations are discussed under the head of circulatory 
stimulants. 
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REVIEWS 


On the whole the pharmacological part of the hook completely 
overshadows the therapeutic portion, which is limited to a bald 
statement of the various preparations of drugs and a few general 
indications for their use. Administration is not discussed at all, 
and there is nothing to tell the reader which preparation he ought 
to select in a given case. The difficulty is very often not what drug 
to use, but in what form, in how large a dose, and at what intervals. 
These subjects are only treated in the most general way in the 
introduction or in occasional passages hidden away in the text. 

Each article is provided with a bibliography which the student 
will find exceedingly helpful. The book is also supplied with a 
list of drugs classified according to their therapeutic use and a very 
good index. R. M. G. 


A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children. For Phy¬ 
sicians and Students. By lb Sachs, M.D., Alienist and 
Neurol;gist to Bellevue Hospital; Neurologist to the Mt. Sinai 
Hospital; Consulting Physician to Manhattan State Hospital, 
Ne.v York. Second edition, revised. New York: William 
Wood & Co., 1905. 

The first edition of Dr. Sack’s well-known treatise was so care¬ 
fully written and covered the subject so completely that little 
opportunity was left for improvement after the ten years that have 
elapsed since the book was given to the profession. The most 
noticeable change has been the condensation of the text from 656 
to 557 pages. This has been accomplished by omitting the bib¬ 
liography at the end of each chapter and by omitting the chapters 
on the anatomy, physiology, and pathology of the spinal cord, 
cn the anatomy and physiology of the brain, and on anaemia and 
hypereemia of the spinal cord, and the appendix on therapeutic 
suggestions. 

The consideration of amemia and hypereemia of the spinal 
cord has long appeared in formal text-books on neurology, 
with more or less open apology for their inclusion as distinct dis¬ 
eases. It is therefore a step in advance that Dr. Sachs has at last 
refused to follow the custom which is continued in later text-books 
simply because the older writers labored to describe definite symp¬ 
toms due to varying states of the blood supply of the spinal cord. 
With the exception of the dirett effects of concussion upon the cord 
and its membranes, which are usually discussed under this special 
heading, the condition of anaemia and hypersemia is best considered 
in association with other morbid states and more important clinical 



